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TO: ITA REGIONAL TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR  
ITA TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE

RE: ITA REGIONAL COACHES MEETING MATERIALS

One of the responsibilities of the Tournament Director is to make all necessary arrangements for a Coaches Meeting.  
This includes making copies of the enclosed materials for all coaches participating in the ITA Regional 
Championships and to discuss any issues pertaining to your Regional site at your pre-tournament coaches meeting.   

The Tournament Director is required to conduct the meeting and facilitate the presentation and discussion of the 
enclosed materials.  We request that the Tournament Director email the ITA (jevans@itatennis.com) a brief written 
summary of any key issues discussed at the coaches meeting that would require any type of action on the part of ITA 
staff.

Please contact Jen Evans (609-851-8454) if you have any questions about the information contained in this packet. 

 ____ Coaches Meeting Agenda 

____ 2010 USTA/ITA National Small College Championships Policies & Procedure for “At-Large” 
Selections

____ 2011 USTA/ITA Regional - Host Site Application (2 pages) w/ 2011 USTA/ITA Regional - Letter of 
Agreement 

 ____ ITA Advocacy Network Sign-Up Sheet 

 ____ ITA Team Lounges 

 ____ ITA Mentoring Program 

 ____ USTA/ITA Campus and Community Outreach Award and QuickStart Provider of the Year Award 

____ ITA Achievement Award 

 ____ 2010 ITA Coaches Convention 

____ USTA/ITA College Tennis in the Community 

____ 2010-11 ITA Tournament & Event Calendar       

____ ITA Endorsement Programs 



2010 USTA/ITA REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 
 

COACHES MEETING - WORKING AGENDA 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2010 

 
 

I.  Regional Tournament Updates, Issues & Information 
 
II.  ITA Issues 

A. 2010 USTA/ITA National Small College Championships in Mobile, AL 
B. Bids for the 2011 USTA/ITA Regional Championships  
C. ITA Team Lounges 
D. ITA Mentoring Program 
E. ITA Annual Coaches Convention, Naples, FL 
F. ITA Achievement Award 

 
III. USTA/ITA Partnership Programs 

A. ITA College Tennis Advocacy Network 
B. Campus & Community Outreach Award 
C. Campus QuickStart Provider of the Year Award 
D. Campus Showdowns 
E. Campus Kids’ Day 
F. Campus QuickStart 
G. Tennis on Campus 
 

IV. ITA Endorsement Programs 
 
V. Division Issues 

A. 3rd party protest proposal (online survey to follow) 
B. Recommendation for setting a team line-up (Steve Wilkinson) 
C. New business 

 
 
 
 





2010 USTA/ITA National Small College Championships
Policy & Procedures Reminders

The information below includes information on the Travel Stipend and the “At-Large” selections for the 2010 USTA/ITA 
National Small College Championships. There have been no changes in policy since the 2006 event. 

I. Travel Stipend: The 2010 USTA/ITA National Small College Championships is the only ITA event where 
all participating players (singles and doubles – approx. 160 players, does not include at-large selections) in 
the Championship will have their roundtrip travel subsidized by the ITA. The total cost of travel to the ITA 
for three participants per regional tournament (one singles player plus one doubles team) will be a maximum 
of $900. Each participant (singles and doubles champions) will receive up to $300 towards airfare. These 
flights must be booked through Anthony Travel, the official travel agency of the ITA. If a participant’s 
institution is located within a 250-mile radius of the Championship site or the participant is eligible to fly but 
chooses to drive, the participant will receive up to $150 travel expenses. Schools eligible for flights but who 
choose to drive will receive actual mileage reimbursement that is not to exceed $150 per player. Mileage 
reimbursement will be calculated at the current government rate of $.50/per mile.  All airfare must be 
confirmed with Anthony Travel.  Please note that each school will be responsible to pay for the flight 
reservations/travel arrangements and the ITA will reimburse each coach after travel has been 
completed.  All players must stay on-site through Sunday to receive travel reimbursement.

II. “At-Large” Selections: In situations where the winner (singles or doubles) of an USTA/ITA Small College 
Regional Championship declines the invitation to the USTA/ITA National Small College Championships, the 
position will be filled with an “At-Large” selection.  

a. The procedure used to make each at-large selection for NCAA Division II and NAIA singles and doubles 
will be as follows: 

i. The runner-up from the regional tournament from which the winner declined the invitation will 
be first considered.  If the runner-up declines, then . . .  

ii. The invitation will be given to the next highest ranked player or “in tact” doubles team from last 
year’s final rankings, who also participated in the current year’s USTA/ITA Regional 
Championship.  If this player(s) also declines, then . . .  

iii. The invitation will be given to a player(s) from the pool of regional finalist from any USTA/ITA 
Regional Championship within that Division, who has been selected by the Divisional 
Committee. If this invitation is declined, then . . .  

iv. The invitation will be given to the player(s) who has been selected by the Divisional Committee. 
b. The procedure used to make each at-large selection for Junior College singles and doubles will be as 

follows:
i. Items “ii” and “iii” are reversed so that the “pool of finalists” from all Regional Championships 

will be considered for “at-large” selections prior to selection based on the prior year’s ITA 
Rankings.

ii. In situations where an alternate must be selected on site due to a late withdrawal and an alternate 
using the above criteria is not available; an on-site games committee from within that division 
will make a selection based on the pool of players/doubles teams available to play on site 
(Revised 12/03; Clarified 12/02, ITA Small College Operating Committee Meeting). 

c. The procedure used to make each at-large selection for NCAA Division III singles and doubles will be as 
follows:

i. In situations where the winner (singles or doubles) of a USTA/ITA Small College Regional 
Championship declines the invitation to the USTA/ITANational Small College Championships, 
the position will be filled with an "At-Large" selection. The procedure used to make each at-large 
selection will be as follows:  



1. The runner-up from the regional tournament from which the winner declined the 
invitation will be first considered.  If the runner-up declines, then . . .  

2. The invitation will be given to the regional tournament finalist that was ranked highest in 
the previous season's national top 20 rankings. If the invitation is declined by all players 
eligible under these criteria, then…  

3. The invitation will be given to the first-year player (or non-top 20 nationally ranking 
player from the previous season) who was a regional finalist, and who beat the next 
highest ranked player nationally from the previous season's rankings en route to the 
regional finals. This selection would need to be discussed with the ITA Division III 
National Committee (committee members with a player being considered for this at-large 
selection would be required to withdraw from the discussion). If the invitation is declined 
by all players eligible under these criteria, then…   

4. The invitation will be given to a regional tournament semi-finalist as determined by the 
ITA Division III National Committee. The regional semi-finalist must be from a region in 
which the regional finalist was offered the at-large bid and declined. This selection would 
need to be discussed with the ITA Division III National Committee (committee members 
with a player being considered for this at-large selection would be required to withdraw 
from the discussion).  

III. Seeding
a. When making the draw for each Division, 4 singles players and 4 doubles teams shall be seeded. 

(See ITA Regulation III.A.4. “The Draw” for additional draw making criteria.) 
b. Division III only:  Seeding will be based on the following criteria:

i. Current year regional performance 
ii. Previous year performance (end of year rankings). For first year players, seeding should consider 

performance against previous year performers (direct or indirect wins in the regional tournament 
or fall play).  

iii. A player receiving an at-large bid to the USTA/ITA National Small College Championships 
cannot be seeded ahead of another player in the draw that defeated the at-large recipient in the 
regional tournament. (Adopted 12/06, ITA Small College Operating Committee Meeting).



2011 USTA/ITA SMALL COLLEGE REGIONAL 

HOST SITE APPLICATION FORM 
This completed form (both sides) must be sent to the ITA office along with the signed "Letter of Agreement" no later 
than November 30, 2010. 

Please Print Clearly & Complete Both Sides 

Name of Tournament Director: _____________________________________ Division: ___________  M/W: ____________ 

School:_______________________________________________Phone:__________________ Email:___________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ City: ________________________ State: _______  Zip: __________ 

I would like to host the Small College Regional Championship, presently hosted at: (also include ITA Region name) 

I would like to host a Small College Regional Championship Tournament for (Men, Women or M&W):  

I would like to schedule this tournament from (dates): _______________ to _____________ 2011.  

ABOUT YOUR ITA TOURNAMENT TENNIS FACILITIES 

I plan to host the tournament (check one):  Indoors ________ Outdoors ________  

# of Indoor Courts ____________   # of Outdoor Courts ___________   

Court Configuration  

Location of Courts (check one): On Campus _____  Off Campus _____ 

If Off Campus, please specify location & distance from campus:  

# of Practice Courts ________  Location of Practice Courts  

# of Back-Up Courts ________ Location of Back-Up Courts  

Court Rental Fees ($/hr and estimated total cost): _____________________________

Hours Courts are Available During Tournament:________________________________________________________

If you would like to provide additional information, please include with your other materials and fax back.

Please Copy Page 1&2 & Fax Both to the ITA at 609-497-9586 



2011 SMALL COLLEGE REGIONAL HOST SITE APPLICATION FORM 
(Page 2) 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Anticipated Draw Size: _______________ 

Racquet Stringing Service & Proximity to Courts:  

Emergency Medical Facilities On/Off Site:  

Emergency Medical Procedures:  

Availability of USTA Officials:  

Spectators Seating:  

Tournament Hotel/Rate: $

Area Restaurants (within 5 mile radius of courts):  

Sports Photographer:

Administrative Support (Secretarial/Clerical/Volunteer/Tournament Desk):  

SPORTS INFORMATION/MEDIA SUPPORT 
(Name of College Paper & Sports Editor; Local Papers & Sports Contacts: Clipping Service, etc..) 

College Paper:   Sports Editor:  

Local Papers:  

Sports Contacts:  

Clipping Service:  

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR EXPERIENCE 
Please list tournaments directed, number of players, experience with sponsored events (etc..) 

1.

2.

3.

4.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

PLEASE FAX BACK BOTH SIDES OF THIS APPLICATION TO 609-497-9586 



2011 USTA/ITA SMALL COLLEGE REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Letter of Agreement 
I,                                               (your name), agree to serve as the Men's/Women's (please circle one) Division II, III NAIA, 
JUCO (please specify division) ITA Regional Tournament Director for the event to be hosted at 
________________________________(site name).  I understand the host site responsibilities detailed below and agree to fulfill 
all of these obligations: 

1. To administer the tournament according to the guidelines set forth by the ITA.  (The ITA will provide a Tournament Director 
packet to the host upon acceptance as host site.) 

2. To ensure that the official title of the event (“USTA/ITA [name of your region] Championships”) is used on all promotional 
materials and event correspondences.  The “USTA/ITA” must always be included.  

3. To provide the ITA with a minimum of $350, towards the airfare expenses of the champions, (payable not later than one week 
after the conclusion of the final round).  

4. To write a check payable to the ITA with a minimum of $100.00 (per invoice) for the cost of trophies. 

5. To write a check payable to the ITA with a minimum of $100.00 (per invoice) for the cost of National Championship Entry 
Fees.

6. To provide adequate number of tournament courts and practice courts for the participants, to arrange for proper maintenance of 
courts prior to and during the event, and to make arrangements for suitable back-up courts should conditions warrant. 

7. To provide the ITA with a copy of the host site’s “certificate of (liability) insurance” naming the ITA and USTA as 
additionally insured.  If the host site is unable to provide this, the ITA may be able to help but the host site remains responsible 
for the cost of this coverage.  If the ITA office does not receive a certificate of insurance two weeks prior to the start of your 
regional championship, the ITA will take out insurance for the event and the host site will be responsible for this expense. 

8. To implement the online entry registration system as defined by the ITA (if applicable). 

9. To provide the ITA office with all reports, draw sheets, photos, and news clippings by requested due dates. 

10. To provide the ITA office with the post-event budget report form no later than two (2) weeks after the completion of the event 
and remit any and all remaining funds (noted as profit) after all tournament expenses have been covered.  In the event that 
Regional Championship shows a loss, the Host Site is responsible to cover all costs.  

11. To insure that the tournament is officiated by at least two certified USTA officials, according to ITA Rules. 

12. To conduct the tournament selection, draw, and seeding according to official ITA tournament procedures. 

13. To schedule a pre-tournament coaches meeting. 

14. To provide emergency medical care at the courts by a certified medical trainer, with access to a physician for consultation on 
serious medical incidents. 

15. To offer tournament hospitality (i.e. light refreshments, beverages, etc.) to participating players and coaches. 

16. To make available racquet stringing services during the tournament. 

 Tournament Dates: 

Tournament Site:  (Please provide address if other than school) 

AGREED TO AND ACCEPTED BY 

Tournament Director (Signature) Athletic Director (Signature) 

Please Print Name & Title Please Print Name & Title 

Host Institution/Site Host Institution 

Date Date 

PLEASE FAX THIS SIGNED FORM TO 609-497-9586 BY NOVEMER 30, 2010 









ITA ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

Administered by the Intercollegiate Tennis Association (ITA)

���������������������������������������
NOMINATION FORM

���������������������������������������
This unique and prestigious award was created by the Intercollegiate Tennis Association to honor past participants in the 
world of collegiate tennis, who have achieved excellence in a chosen career (outside the world of professional tennis) and, in 
doing so, have made a special contribution to society. 

Eligibility
Applicants must have participated on a varsity college tennis team; graduated from college; and be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident. 

Award Selection
From all applications received, the ITA will select at least three candidates. All support materials pertaining to these candidates will be submitted 
to a special Selection Panel. The Selection Panel will select at least one recipient each year as the ITA Achievement Award winner. 

Recognition and Award Ceremony
The winner will be honored by the ITA at a special award ceremony (exact location, date and time to be determined each spring).  The ITA 
Achievement Award winner will receive a specially engraved gift, framed certificate (presented personally by Stan Smith) and receive tickets to the 
US Open.  Travel & lodging expenses for the winner & one guest will be provided by ITA. The winner shall also be featured on our ITA web site.  
In addition, a commemorative brochure, featuring the winner, may also be published. 

Donation to Institution
The ITA will make a donation of $1,000.00 to the tennis program of the institution from which the award winner graduated.   

NOMINATIONS

To nominate a collegiate tennis player who graduated from your institution, you must 1) complete the information requested 
below, 2) provide a summary of varsity tennis experience and accomplishments, and 3) submit this information by fax or mail 
to Nancy Breo, ITA Achievement Award Administrator, no later than March 1st.  At your discretion, you may also provide 
supporting information (which is optional) about your nominee. 

PLEASE TYPE (Or Print Neatly) ALL INFORMATION

Nominee's Name:               

Nominee's Home Address:              

School Nominee Attended:            Year Graduated:    

Nominee's Home Phone#:         Nominee's Work Phone#:      

Nominee's Email Address:         Nominee's Fax#:       

Nominee's Field of Achievement:             

Coach Name:          Current Coach:        
               (Coached Nominee while in School)      (School's Current Varsity Tennis Coach)

Nominated By:           Title:        

All nominations must be received by the Intercollegiate Tennis Association NO LATER THAN MARCH 1ST

Return all information to Nancy Breo, ITA Achievement Award Administrator, by FAX (206-350-4447) OR  
MAIL (6635 Pinefeather Court, Bradenton, FL 34203) 

Questions?  Call Nancy Breo (609-638-4952) 



  

  
Give Me Five Campaign Give Me Five Campaign 

College Tennis Advocacy Network  College Tennis Advocacy Network  

The United States Tennis Association (USTA) and the Intercollegiate Tennis Association (ITA) have joined forces to 
build an Advocacy Network for support of varsity collegiate tennis.  This Network has been established as a response to 
varsity tennis programs being dropped on college campuses across the country (over 350 in the past two decades). The 
Network is comprised of tennis “advocates” who want to insure tennis programs continue to thrive on college campuses.  

The United States Tennis Association (USTA) and the Intercollegiate Tennis Association (ITA) have joined forces to 
build an Advocacy Network for support of varsity collegiate tennis.  This Network has been established as a response to 
varsity tennis programs being dropped on college campuses across the country (over 350 in the past two decades). The 
Network is comprised of tennis “advocates” who want to insure tennis programs continue to thrive on college campuses.  
  
The Advocacy Network has already made a difference.  The decision to NOT drop the varsity tennis programs made by 
institutional administrators at Irvine Valley College in the spring of 2007, at the University of Hawaii-Hilo in 2008-2009 
and at the University of California-Davis and Wheaton College (Illinois) in 2010; all demonstrate that the focused and 
coordinated efforts of many tennis advocates at the national, sectional and local levels can make an enormous difference.  
Ongoing efforts to reinstate the Rutgers men’s varsity tennis team (among six sports eliminated at Rutgers) are being 
made by advocates, as well. 

The Advocacy Network has already made a difference.  The decision to NOT drop the varsity tennis programs made by 
institutional administrators at Irvine Valley College in the spring of 2007, at the University of Hawaii-Hilo in 2008-2009 
and at the University of California-Davis and Wheaton College (Illinois) in 2010; all demonstrate that the focused and 
coordinated efforts of many tennis advocates at the national, sectional and local levels can make an enormous difference.  
Ongoing efforts to reinstate the Rutgers men’s varsity tennis team (among six sports eliminated at Rutgers) are being 
made by advocates, as well. 
  
The ITA has a database of more than 1800 tennis “advocates”, from the community at-large, who are supporters of 
college tennis.  We are asking each ITA coach member to show their support for college tennis by giving us the name, 
city of residence and contact information (email address preferred) for at least

The ITA has a database of more than 1800 tennis “advocates”, from the community at-large, who are supporters of 
college tennis.  We are asking each ITA coach member to show their support for college tennis by giving us the name, 
city of residence and contact information (email address preferred) for at least five influential people within their 
community at-large who might be willing to be part of the College Tennis Advocacy Network!  

The ITA will contact your referrals to invite them to become part of the College Tennis Advocacy Network.  Members of 
the College Tennis Advocacy Network are not solicited and their contact information is kept confidential and will only be 
used for the purpose of college tennis advocacy. 

Please complete the contact information below and return it via Fax (609-497-9586) or Email (aberney@itatennis.com) or 
visit the ITA website at www.itatennis.com to complete the online Advocacy Network form (located under the “About 
ITA” tab on the top right-hand side of the home page.  You may also contact Alli Berney, ITA Membership and 
Promotions Manager, at 609-497-6920 for more information.  

1.  Name   City of Residence:  

Email Address:    

2.  Name   City of Residence:  

Email Address:  

3.  Name   City of Residence:  

Email Address:  

4.  Name   City of Residence:  

Email Address:  

5.  Name   City of Residence:  

Email Address:  



 USTA/ITA AWARDS PROGRAM 
NEW AWARDS for 2010! 

The United States Tennis Association and the Intercollegiate Tennis Association will continue to honor ITA 
collegiate coaches who serve their communities through two awards. The Campus & Community Outreach 
Award will honor coaches for leading campus and community-based tennis programs through leading the 
different USTA sponsored programming listed below as well as promoting tennis through recreational-tennis 
programs.  The Campus QuickStart Provider of the Year award will honor coaches for their leadership in 
promoting the 10 & Under Tennis QuickStart play format by hosting a variety of events on their campus. 

To nominate an ITA member collegiate coach, visit the ITA website (www.ITATennis.com), go to the 
“Coaches < Coaches Workspace” tab, scroll down to “2010 USTA/ITA Campus & Community Outreach” and 
the “Campus QuickStart Provider of the Year” Award Nomination Forms to submit an on-line nomination form.  
Once the nomination has been received, the nominee will be contacted to complete the award application form.  
Coaches may also submit a completed application form, on their own, without being formally nominated.  We 
want to know what our coaches are doing to help promote the different USTA programs and tennis in general.  
Help us to honor all deserving coaches for their dedication to tennis and their work within their communities.  
Nomination deadline is: October 17, 2010. 

USTA/ITA Campus & Community Outreach Award

Eligibility
All ITA Head and Assistant College Coaches who provide a leadership role in promoting, organizing or 
participating in campus and community tennis programming that encourage tennis participation and that support 
the different USTA programs are eligible for this award.  Specifically, this award will recognize coaches who 
host: Campus Showdowns, Campus Kids’ Days, coaches who are recognized as Campus QuickStart providers, 
coaches who assist with the Tennis On Campus program, as well as coaches who administer other recreational 
tennis programs on campus or in the local community. 

A coach may not be recognized as a sectional or national award winner two consecutive years. 

Award Selection
USTA Sectional Selection: Each USTA section, through an ad-hoc sectional awards selection committee, 
will assist in the select of a section winner who then becomes a national nominee. 

National Selection: An Ad-Hoc Selection Committee will be formed that will include members from the 
USTA National Collegiate Committee (varsity), ITA Staff, and USTA Staff members to review all sectional 
winners along with at-large nominations and to make the final selection of the national winner(s). 

Recognition and Award Ceremony
The National Award winner(s) will receive a travel stipend to attend the annual ITA national convention 
courtesy of the USTA.  All winners (sectional and national) will receive an awards certificate, and will be 
recognized on the ITA and USTA (sectional and national) websites. 



USTA/ITA AWARDS PROGRAM 
NEW AWARDS for 2010! 

USTA/ITA Campus QuickStart  Provider of the Year Award

Eligibility
All ITA Head and Assistant College Coaches who are recognized as Campus QuickStart providers are eligible 
for this award.  Specifically, this award will recognize coaches who have worked hard to bring the 10 & Under 
tennis and the QuickStart format to their campus.  The USTA list of criteria to become a QuickStart Provider 
includes:  1) hosting free/low cost QuickStart festivals on campus, 2) hosting (or have attended) a USTA 
QuickStart training, 3) using QuickStart playing format on campus, 4) hosting a USTA sanctioned 10 & Under 
or 8 & Under tournament, 5) using QuickStart in the Adopt-a-school program, 6) involved in a 10 & Under JTT 
program, and 7) have agreed to or have already installed permanent QuickStart lines on campus tennis courts. 

For more information about USTA/ITA Campus QuickStart Providers or to become one go to the ITA website 
(link provided here or click on the Campus QuickStart logo): 
http://www.itatennis.com/Events/USTA-ITA-Programs/USTA_ITA_Campus_QuickStart.htm

A coach may not be recognized as a sectional or national award winner two consecutive years. 

Award Selection
USTA Sectional Selection: Each USTA section, through an ad-hoc sectional awards selection committee, 
will assist in the select of a section winner who then becomes a national nominee. 

National Selection: An Ad-Hoc Selection Committee will be formed that will include members from the 

USTA National Collegiate Committee (varsity), ITA Staff, and USTA Staff members to review all sectional 

winners along with at-large nominations and to make the final selection of the national winner(s). 

Recognition and Award Ceremony
The National Award winner(s) will receive a travel stipend to attend the annual ITA national convention 
courtesy of the USTA.  All winners (sectional and national) will receive an awards certificate, and will be 
recognized on the ITA and USTA (sectional and national) websites. 
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PLAYER DEVELOPMENT  :: INCREASED FAN BASE  :: OUTREACH

COMPETITION :: EXPOSURE :: COMMUNITY OUTREACH

The USTA and the ITA working together to build college tennis within your community



Campus QuickStart Recognition and Grant Program 

Criteria

 •  To be recognized as a Campus QuickStart provider a College program must 
fulfill the following two requirements:

  � Host 2 Kids Tennis (QuickStart) festivals per year
  � Host and/or attend a USTA QuickStart training every 2 years

 • In addition programs must fulfill one of the following options:
  �� Use the Kids Tennis (QuickStart) format in their summer camps
  ��� Host a USTA sanctioned 10 & Under or 8 & Under tournament/festival
  ��� Utilize Kids Tennis (QuickStart) in the Adopt-a-School program
  ��� �Be involved with a 10 & Under JTT program (assist in coaching, running 

events, providing court time, etc.)
  ��� Put down permanent lines at their facility

Eligibility

 • All NCAA, NAIA, and Junior College varsity programs

 • All Tennis on Campus programs

Rewards

 • Campus QuickStart Providers will receive:

  �� Campus QuickStart banners or signs

  ��� �Recognition of one outstanding provider though the USTA/ITA Awards 
program (Campus QuickStart Provider of the Year)

  ��� �Ability to purchase/receive Campus QuickStart t-shirts to use as 
giveaways at QuickStart tennis festivals

  ��� Recipients will be announced yearly in a USTA national press release



2010-2012 ITA NATIONAL TOURNAMENT AND EVENT CALENDAR 

D’Novo/ITA Men’s All-American Championships 
University of Tulsa * Tulsa, Oklahoma

Oct. 2-10, 2010 

Riviera/ITA Women’s All-American Championships 
Riviera Tennis Club * Pacific Palisades, California

Oct. 2-10, 2010 

USTA/ITA National Small College Championships 
Copeland-Cox Tennis Center * Mobile, Alabama 

Oct. 14-17, 2010 

USTA/ITA National Collegiate Wheelchair Championships 
Copeland-Cox Tennis Center * Mobile, Alabama 

Oct. 15-17, 2010 

USTA/ITA National Intercollegiate Indoor Championships 
USTA-Billie Jean King National Tennis Center * Flushing, New York 

Nov. 4-7, 2010 

ITA Women’s Collegiate Hall of Fame Induction Ceremonies 
College of William & Mary * Williamsburg, Virginia 

November 13, 2010 

ITA Coaches Convention 
Naples Grande Beach Resort * Naples, Florida

Dec. 16-19, 2010 

ITA Kick Off Weekends (Division I) 
15 campus sites (men and women) 

Jan. 28-31, 2011
ITA National Men’s Team Indoor Championships

Hosted by University of Washington * Seattle, Washington 
Feb. 18-21, 2011

ITA National Women’s Team Indoor Championships 
Hosted by University of Virginia * Boar’s Head Sports Club * Charlottesville, Virginia (tentative)

Feb. 18-21, 2011

ITA Division III Men's National Team Indoor Championships 
Hosted by University of Mary Washington * Fredericksburg, Virginia 

February 18-20, 2011 

ITA Division III Women's National Team Indoor Championships
Hosted by Gustavus Adolphus College * St. Peter, Minnesota 

March 4-6, 2011 

USTA National Campus Championships
Presented by the USTA, NIRSA, ITA and WTT 

April, 2011 

ITA Men's Collegiate Hall of Fame Induction Ceremonies
Hosted by Stanford University * Stanford, California 

May, 2011 

Key 2011-12 National Dates
ITA M/W All-American Championships Oct. 1-9, 2011 

USTA/ITA National Small College Championships - Oct. 13-16, 2011 
USTA/ITA National Collegiate Wheelchair Championships – Oct. 14-16, 2011 
USTA/ITA National Intercollegiate Indoor Championships - Nov. 3-6, 2011 

ITA Coaches Convention - Dec. 15-18, 2011 



ITA Endorsement Programs  

WILSON SPORTING GOODS CO.
TENNIS RACKETS, TENNIS BALLS, & STRING ACCESSORIES

The official tennis racquet, tennis ball, and string accessory company of the ITA, 
� Wilson Sporting Goods offers free promotional racquet frames to all ITA member teams with purchase of 

Wilson merchandise from authorized dealers.  Visit the website at www.wilson.com.
� The official tennis balls of the ITA, Wilson tennis balls are used in our national tournaments and ITA sanctioned 

events.  To place a ball order for national or sanctioned tournaments, call Wilson Sporting Goods at 773-714-6753.
� The official Stringing Accessories Company of the ITA, Wilson Sporting Goods provides stringing accessories to 

all ITA coach members at special reduced rates.  

ANTHONY TRAVEL

The official travel management company of the ITA, Anthony Travel can be reached toll-free at 877-284-2254 (from 
anywhere in the US) for your ITA team or individual travel needs.  Anthony Travel has negotiated special airfares to 
assure ITA coaches the lowest rates possible, in addition to special ground transportation fares.  Visit the website at 
www.anthonytravel.com.

CAMPBELL SOUP COMPANY

The official title sponsor of the Campbell/ITA Rankings and the Campbell/ITA National College Players of the Year, the 
Campbell Soup Company is a global manufacturer of high-quality foods and simple meals, including the brands 
Campbell’s, Pepperidge Farm, Arnott’s, and V8.  For more information about the company, visit Campbell’s website at 
www.campbellsoup.com   

DARTFISH

The official video analysis software partner/supplier of the ITA, Dartfish can be reached at 404-685-9505 or visit the 
website at www.dartfish.com.

DECOTURF AND PLEXIPAVE

The official tennis court surfaces of the ITA, DecoTurf and Plexipave offer a discount rate to ITA members for numerous 
multi-layer tennis court systems.  For more information, contact DecoTurf at 1-800-225-1141 x231 or Plexipave at 1-800-
332-6178 or visit their websites at www.decoturf.com and www.plexipave.com.

MARRIOTT INTERNATIONAL, INC.
The preferred lodging provider of the ITA, Marriott provides members with an Athletic VIP Card for a 25-50% discount for 
individual travel only on space available rooms at various properties.  Groups of up to 25 rooms can be booked online at 
www.marriott.com/business.

NAPLES GRANDE BEACH RESORT – NAPLES, FLORIDA

The official convention site and resort area of the ITA, Naples Grande Beach Resort can be reached directly at 888-422-
6177 or visit the website at www.naplesgranderesort.com.

TENNIS RECRUITING NETWORK

The ITA’s strategic partnership with Tennis Recruiting Network helps college coaches connect with future players.  ITA 
member coaches are eligible to receive a special rate for the Coaching Advantage service with mention of this 
endorsement page.  For more information, please visit www.TennisRecruiting.net.

TENNIS WAREHOUSE

The official Shoe & Clothing Supplier of the ITA, Tennis Warehouse has special discounted rates for all purchases by ITA 
coach members.  For further information, contact Tennis Warehouse at 1-800-883-6647 or visit the website at 
www.tennis-warehouse.com.



Proposal to Allow 3rd Party Protests in Division III Men’s and Women’s Tennis for violations 
of ITA Rule II.K.4 (Line-up Changes in back-to-back dual matches) ONLY 

 
 

The following rule proposal has been put forward by an ITA Task Force, made up of DIII men’s 
and women’s coaches across the country, that has worked throughout the summer on the best way 
to reduce the number of coaches who are currently violating ITA Rule II.K.4 (page 264) which 
clearly states that in back to back dual matches (regardless of time between matches), a player may 
only move up or down one position (NOT multiple positions).  
 
This proposal will be discussed at all USTA/ITA DIII Regional Championships Coaches Meetings.  
In October, the ITA will send an online survey to DIII member coaches to get their feedback on 
whether or not they support this proposal.  The survey results will then be reviewed by the DIII 
Operating Committee during its meetings at the 2010 ITA Coaches Convention in December.  If 
the proposal is supported by the membership and approved by the Operating Committee, this rule 
would go into effect January 1, 2011.  
 
All current protest policies and procedures will remain the same for coaches who are protesting a 
match that they are directly involved in.  The 3rd party protest proposal (if approved) would be a 
new policy with different procedures and violation consequences.   
 
3rd Party Protest Proposal: 
Coaches will be allowed to protest a violation of the ITA “1 position move” rule (Rule II.K.4), 
even if he/she is not directly involved with the match.  This means that if a coach is not competing 
against a team whose line up is in violation, he/she can report this infraction to the ITA.  The “1 
position move” rule is the ONLY rule where a 3rd party protest can be filed.   
 
Third party coaches will have 48 hours from the start of the match to file a written protest to the 
ITA office.  The coach whose line-up is in question will then have 24 hours to submit a written 
defense statement.  Once the protest and defense have been received, the complete set of materials 
will be sent to the ITA Committee for review.   
 
If the coach is found to be in violation of this rule, for the first infraction- a written letter will be 
sent from the ITA to the coach and his/her Athletic Director, explaining that they have violated an 
ITA rule and that the line-up must be reset to what it was prior to the match in violation.  The letter 
will also explain that any further violations of this rule will result in a 9-0 default in the team 
match.  
 
Coaches are permitted to report violations of the “1 position move” after 48 hours, but in this case, 
only a warning letter will be sent explaining that the rule has been violated and future violations 
will result in a 9-0 default.   
 
Each coach who is found to be in violation will receive one warning letter that will carry over year 
after year.  Coaches who are responsible for both a men’s and women’s program will only be given 
one warning letter.  For example, if a coach violates this line-up rule with his/her men’s team and 
receives a warning letter but the following year breaks this same rule coaching his/her women’s 
team, the women’s match would be defaulted.  
 



Recommended Guidelines for Setting a Line-Up: 
 
For the past two years I have been immersed in line-up analysis and order of strength discussions with 
numerous coaches across the country. I have saved their comments and my replies to them. During this time 
Gustavus, Claremont, and other programs have successfully utilized my recommended line-up procedure. The 
MIAC will be using it next year with an important refinement. A conference official will contact all coaches on 
half-month intervals, advising them when winning percentage calculations indicate the need for a change in 
order.  

Out of my experience several important facts about the present situation became clear.  

 (1) Many Division III coaches are unaware of some current ITA line-up rules, even though they are 
reprinted in the match scorebook that they all possess. Consequently they sometimes do not follow the 
rules.  

 (2) Currently order of strength is defined in many different ways. Coaches vigorously defend the most 
obvious “stacks.” When opposing coaches occasionally protest, ethics committees are reluctant to act in 
the absence of a clearly defined principle for determining order of strength.  

 (3) The biggest problem by far with Division III line-ups is parking, not switching to create match-ups. 
Coaches decide early in the season that a particular line-up is correct and then they leave the players at 
those positions, regardless of their records.  

 (4) There are two loopholes in the current ITA rules that facilitate switching to produce match-ups. First 
is the rule that permits two players of equal strength to switch. Second is the rule that permits switching 
every match.  

 
Therefore I recommend the following:  

 (1) Define precisely how order of strength is determined. Coaches operate with many perspectives, each 
convinced that their views are correct. The best way to resolve these differences is to agree upon a 
precise formula for determining order of strength. Without it, coaches will forever disagree and ethics 
committees will be reticent to overrule any line-up. In view of this challenge I recommend that winning 
percentage for all varsity singles matches played in the spring season be the sole determinate of strength 
when comparing adjacent players in the line-up.  

 (2) Disallow all switches where the player being moved up has a lower winning percentage than the 
person he is replacing. Also, limit switches to half-month intervals after a team has played ten dual 
matches. Both regulations restrict the possibility for illegal match-ups.  

 (3) Require adjacent players in the line-up to be switched when the winning percentage of the lower 
player is 20% better. A coach does not need to wait until a 20% threshold is reached. As long as the 
winning percentage is even 1% better, the lower played can be moved up. Since parking players at a 
given position is the top reason for players in Division III being out of order, this modification is most 
important. Conference rules that require players to stay at the same position help promote incorrect line-
ups. 

The best approach for accomplishing correct line-up order begins with a precise formula that coaches can 
follow. Conferences can appoint representatives that monitor the records and assist their coaches to follow the 
formula. Ranking committees can do the same with all ranked teams. This approach recognizes that ignorance 
of the rules and disagreements on how order of strength is determined have been the main obstacles to correct 
line-ups.  



If instead we offer no precise standard for determining order of strength and expand the number of coaches who 
can register protests over a coach’s line-up, we create an unpleasant environment in Division III that will not 
produce more line-ups in order of strength. How can additional protests help when there are so many legitimate 
disagreements on how order of strength should be determined? My recent analysis of line-ups for all teams 
participating in the men and women’s NCAA Division III NCAA III tournaments produced strong responses 
from many coaches who had line-ups out of order when the 20% standard was applied. They all saw themselves 
as conscientious, ethical coaches who would never put players out of order. They defended their line-ups with 
righteous indignation while opposing coaches, their players, and even their parents wrote and thanked me for 
unveiling the obvious stacking that had occurred.  

The challenge is before us. Do we wish to implement an easily determined, objective, competitive result based 
standard for determining order of strength? It would put in the hands of every Division III coach a universal 
approach to which all coaches subscribed. Any attempt to avoid, circumvent, or manipulate the system would 
be easy to identify and correct. Opposing coaches, conferences, and ITA committees could weigh in early in the 
season. Corrections could be early, frequent, and uneventful.  

Or do we wish to continue with the present arrangement that permits nearly 50% of the teams to have line-ups 
out of order when the 20% rule is applied? Do we want coaches to continue applying their own understanding 
of order of strength, even though their views may differ significantly from other coaches? Do we want to 
perpetuate the feelings of bitterness that persist when coaches with different views of valid line-ups play each 
other? Do we want to continue the frustration that persists when coaches register protests and find ethics 
committees unwilling to enforce changes in line-ups? Do we want to end the cynical view that line-ups out of 
order are inevitable and there is nothing that can be done about it? Do we want to proceed with the hope that 
line-ups will get better with no modifications to the present rules?  

Once they are understood many of the initial objections will disappear. Once coaches realize that they no longer 
have the freedom to change line-ups according to their own views of line-up strength, they will adjust. Instead 
they will focus their efforts on producing better singles and doubles players.  



RECOMMENDED DIVISION III TENNIS LINEUP GUIDELINES FOR SINGLES 
 
PROBLEM:  
The current ITA rules provide a good starting point for lineup guidelines.  They prescribe that singles players 
and doubles teams must be played in order of strength based on competitive record.  The current rules stipulate 
that players cannot be moved down on the basis of challenge matches (after six team matches), disciplinary 
measures, or injury that has lasted less than three weeks. 
 
However, the current rules lack sufficient precision.  Coaches, players, and parents may all have different 
perspectives as to order of strength based on record.  This leads coaches to suspect other coaches of stacking 
even though that was not their intent.  In my 45 years of coaching I have not met a coach who admitted he was 
stacking.  In 39 years of coaching in Division III I have never experienced a coach at the conference or national 
tournament level being forced to change a lineup because of stacking.  Yet every year many coaches have 
perceived stacking by some of their opponents.   
 
The following guidelines provide an objective and transparent approach to determining singles lineup order.  If 
followed, opposing coaches, parents, players, and most importantly the coach himself know that the lineup has 
been set correctly.  Also, the guidelines prescribe when changes in order are required. 
 
Besides order of strength the current ITA rules stipulate that a one-position switch between two players of equal 
ability is possible, but not for the purpose of creating match ups.  Also switches may occur from one match to 
the next.  Consequently match ups are easy to accomplish if the opponent goes with a set lineup.  Coaches often 
view two or more of their players to have similar ability.  There can always be other legitimate reasons for a 
switch besides creating a match up.  The coach may have those reasons in mind when the switch is made.  
However, other coaches often see the switches as match ups, even if the coach did not intend it. 
 
The recommended guidelines restrict switches to certain dates, thereby making match ups more difficult.  Also 
they stipulate precise criteria for an upward move, thereby restricting the possible switches. 
 
PROBLEM SOLUTION: RECOMMENDED LINEUP GUIDELINES FOR DIVISION III SINGLES  
1) To start the season a coach may rely on competitive results, challenge matches, and intuition to set the lineup.  
Through the first ten dual matches players can be moved up or down one position at the beginning of each 
match if the player being moved up has an equal or better winning percentage than the player one is replacing. 
 
2) After the first ten dual matches changes in the singles lineup may occur only at half-month intervals- March 
1, March 15, April 1, April 15, and May 1.   Only a one-position move up or down is permitted at each date. If 
the tenth dual match should occur on April 3, the next position move would be on April 15.  No moves could 
occur between April 4 and April 14.  Fall dual matches (and tournaments) are included in the ten dual match 
total.  
  
3) After the initial lineup is set winning percentage is the only basis for changing lineup order.  A coach can 
move a singles player up only if their winning percentage is better than the players they are replacing. 
 
4) On half-month intervals after the first ten dual matches are played a coach is required to move singles players 
up one position if their winning percentage is 20% greater than players above them.  In the case of a #1 player 
who has won 70% of his matches and a #2 player who has won 89% of his matches a switch is possible but not 
required.   Individuals are exempted from mandatory changes until they have played ten matches. 
 
Mandatory switches start at the top and move down the lineup.  If for example #1 should have a 50% winning 
percentage, #2 should have a 70% winning percentage, and #3 should have a 90% winning percentage, #1 and  
        



#2 would switch positions, but #3 would remain at the same position because the former #1 can only drop one 
position on a given date. 
 
5) When a player returns to the lineup after an absence less than three weeks the coach places this individual in 
the lineup at the same position he/she held before the absence.   If the absence is more than three weeks the 
player may be inserted at a lower position, depending on the situation and the judgment of the coach.  New 
players entering the lineup for the first time start at the bottom, regardless of their previous winning percentage.   
 
6) Coaches are encouraged to inform their next opponents of any lineup order changes two days in advance.  In 
the second part of the season these would be the first matches after March 15, April 1, April 15, and May 1.  
However, last minute deletions from the lineup because of sickness, injury, or conflicts are always possible. 
 
SOLUTION BENEFITS: 
1) The solution makes winning percentage the basis for lineup order changes.  If mistakes occur coaches will 
prompt each other to make corrections.  The objective standard of winning percentage removes ambiguity and 
creates ethical transparency.  Coaches will know when they need to make switches.  Distrust of other coaches 
will be minimized.  Suspicions of stacking should be greatly reduced or eliminated.  
 
2) The solution eliminates distinctions between quality matches and easy matches, indoor and outdoor matches, 
close matches and blowouts, or matches played in good and bad weather conditions.  These subjective 
considerations would complicate the issue and make the system less transparent.  College Tennis Online shows 
everyone’s college tennis record, all that is necessary to determine winning percentage. 
  
3) The solution has a correcting mechanism.  Everyone knows that a win at #6 is different than a win at #1. A 
#1 does not need to be moved to #2 until #1’s winning percentage is 20% worse than #2’s.  This allows the 
coach some discretion, but not too much.  A player can only drop one position every half month, so the winning 
percentage at #6 has no bearing on him/her.  Any movement down gives the player a half-month to establish a 
better record against presumably easier competition and thereby move back up.  However, it is always the total 
record, not just the record at the new position, which determines winning percentage. 
 
4) The 20% difference that triggers a mandated change on certain dates is an arbitrary but well-chosen 
percentage. It allows the coach some discretion, but not too much   If it goes below 20% the coach’s ability to 
make subjective judgments is decreased and more frequent switches are required.  If it goes above 20% too little 
emphasis is placed on winning percentage comparisons.  
 
5) The solution makes it easier for players and parents to understand and support lineup adjustments.  Coaches 
are sometimes reluctant to make lineup switches because it communicates a lack of confidence in the player.  
Now it will be clear that some switches are mandated, not optional.  
 
         Steve Wilkinson 
         Gustavus Adolphus College 
 
P.S. The recommended guidelines pertain only to singles.  However, coaches are encouraged to apply the same 
principles to doubles wherever possible.   
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